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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To shorten data collecting time. 

CONSTITUTION: When data from plural vending 
machines (station) installed Inside a specified area is 
collected to one place directly or by relaying through 
the use of a special small power radio which can 
communicate in two directions, the main station 13 
divides the respective stations into plural groups by 
on-line and also respectively selects one sub-main 
station 12 concerning another groups except the group to 
where the main station 13 belongs (a code 11 means 
another station). Vending machine data inside the group 
is collected by the main station 13 or the sub-main 
station 12 by polling, the main station 13 collects data 
collected by the sub-main station 12 by polling and 
polling by the main station 13 and the sub-main station 
12 is executed by multiplexing so that data collecting 
time is shortened. 
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